[A] 


On 


oF Nisan, “‘sINCE IT SAYS, ‘AND HE CAUSES TO COME DOWN FOR YOU THE 
RAIN, THE FORMER RAIN AND THE LATTER RAIN IN THE FIRST 


[monta |?” (Jorn 2:23). 


1:1: Said R. Yohanan, “The law is in accord with the opinion of R. 
Judah, which he expressed in the name of R. Judah b. Batera.” [M. 
1:2B- D is attributed to Judah b. Batera.] R. Abun in the name of R. 
Yohanan: “The reason for the position of R. Judah [at M. 1:2C- D] is 
so that the festival season may go forth with a prayer for dew, for dew 
is a good omen for the world.” The opinions assigned to R. Judah are 
at variance with one another. There he has said, “He who does before 
the ark [to lead the congregation in prayer] on the last of the Festival 

— the latter person [at the Additional Service] makes mention of rain, 
the former one [at the Morning Service] does not make mention of rain 
[M. 1:2B-C]. “And here he has said this [that until Passover has 
passed, they continue to ask for rain]!” 


1:2: It has been taught: Said R. Judah, “Since in this world, grain 
comes to ripen in six months, and trees produce fruit in twelve months, 
therefore in the world to come, grain will ripen in one month, and a 
fruit tree will produce fruit in two months.” What is the scriptural basis 
for this view? “They [the trees] will bear fresh fruit by the 

months” (Ezek. 47:12). [R. Judah understands the plural “months” to 
mean at least two.] R. Yosé, says, “Since in this world grain comes to 
ripen in sis months, and the fruit trees produce fruit in twelve months, 
therefore in the world to come, grain will come to ripen in fifteen days, 
and a fruit tree will produce fruit in one month. “For so we find that 
the grain in the times of Joel came to ripen in fifteen days, and the first 
sheaf [omer] was offered from it.” 


III. YeRusHALM: TAanit 1:3 


THE THIRD OF MARHESHVAN THEY PRAY FOR RAIN. RABBAN GAMALIEL SAYS, 
“ON THE SEVENTH DAY OF THAT MONTH, THE FIFTEENTH DAY AFTER THE 
FESTIVAL, SO THAT THE LAST IsRAELITE [RETURNING HOME] MAY REACH THE 
EUPHRATES RIVER.” 


I:1: The Mishnah passage before us is framed in terms of the view of 
R. Meir. For it has been taught: What is the former rainfall [cf. M. 
1:2H]? R. Meir says, “The first of it falls on the third [of Marheshvan] 
[= M. 1:3A], the intermediate on the seventh, and the last on the 
seventeenth.” R. Judah says, “The first of it falls on the seventh, the 
intermediate on the seventeenth, and the last on the twenty- third.” R. 


